/ IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA
250 IN THE OWERRI JUDICIAL DIVISION
) HOLDEN AT OWERRI

| THE MATTER OF APPLICATION BY “MAZI CHIKA EDOZIEM” FOR AN ORDER OF
1E HONOURABLE COURT FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF HIS FUNDAMENTAL

GHTS TO DIGNITY OF HUMAN PERSON, FAIR HEARING AND FREEDOM OF
IOVEMENT.

AND
IN
THE MATTER OF M (M o
=TWEEN D| PV ’ ] C;tf =
AZI CHIKA EDOZIEM.cvvvvvrvs e APPLlCAm(L‘}r]/C e s
ND A e
8 K. — -l
HONOURABLE MINISTER OF DEFENCE | Jo '—\—?’l‘L-‘ -yl
CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF ] wrserennRESPONDENTS S @
ORIGINATING MOTION 56 ©

ROUGHT PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 6(6), 34(1)(a), 36(2)(a) & 36(5) AND 41(1) OF
{E 1999 CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA (AS
VIENDED), ORDER 2 RULES 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
NFORCEMENT RULES 2009, ARTICLES 5, 7, (B) AND D OF THE AFRICAN CHARTER
N HUMAN & PEOPLES RIGHT (RATIFICATION AND ENFORCEMENT ACT CAP 10
\WS OF THE FEDERATION 1990, AND UNDER THE INHERENT JURISDICTION OF
1IE HONOURABLE COURT

KE NOTICE that this Honourable Court shall be moved on the.............day
............................. 2024 at the hour of 9 O’ Clock in the forenoon or so soon
ereafter as Counsel maybe heard on behalf of the Applicant for an order for the
forcement of his fundamental rights to dignity of human person, fair hearing
d freedom of movement in terms of the reliefs sought in the statement
companying the affidavit in support of the application.

ID TAKE NOTICE that on the hearing of this application the Applicant will use
> affidavit and statement setting out the grounds upon which the application is
de.
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BARBARA T. ONWUBIKO, ESQ.
CHIMMUANYA EMENARI, ESQ.
AUGUSTINE EZEOKEKE, ESQ.
PAUL H.C. DIMGBA, ESQ.
UDOKA N. NWANKU, ESQ.
CHIGBOGU OKECHUKWU, ESQ.
(APPLICANT’S SOLICITORS)

I.C. EJIOFOR & CO.
(UGOCHINYERE CHAMBERS)

NO. 29 KIGOMA STREET,

OFF NAFDAC HEADQUARTERS,
WUSE ZONE 7, ABUJA.

TEL: 08034078114, 08060465744
EMAIL:ifeanyiejioforlawfirml@gmail.com

WEBSITE:www.ifeanyiejioforlawfirm.com
BRANCH OFFICE:

IBK HOUSE,
f CACHIER ' KILOMETER 27 NNEWI/OKIGWE ROAD,
FEDERAL HIGH foU®T | BESIDE ORGANIZER F/STATION,

R | BY CATHEDRAL OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH,

URUAGU NNEWI,
ANAMBRA STATE.
EMAIL:ifeanvieiioforlawfirml@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.ifeanyiejioforlawfirm.com

FOR SERVICE ON THE RESPONDENTS
1. Honorable Minister of Defence

Ministry of Defence, By Ship House, Area 10, Abuja
2. Chief of Defence Staff

Defence Complex, Area 7, Garki, Abuja
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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION BY “MAZI CHIKA EDOZIEM” FOR AN oman“bi-"
THE HONOURABLE COURT FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF HIS FUNDAMENTAL

RIGHTS TO DIGNITY OF HUMAN PERSON, FAIR HEARING AND FREEDOM OF
MOVEMENT.

AND
IN THE MATTER OF
BETWEEN
MAZI CHIKA EDOZIEM cyunsssumvmisvasiissssissssssssmsasssemssenmssomansans APPLICANT
AND

1. HONOURABLE MINISTER OF DEFENCE }

2. CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF ] e RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT OF NON-MULTIPLICITY OF ACTION

I, MR. SAMUEL CHILAKA, Male, Adult, and a Nigerian Citizen of Umuokrika,
Ahiazu, Mbaise- Imo State, do hereby make oath and state as follows:

1. That | am a well-respected elder and leader in Umuokrika, Ahiazu, Mbaise- Imo
State.

2. That | have known the Applicant for many decades, who is a businessman of

international repute who is well known for his philanthropy both within and
outside our community.

3. That | also know the Applicant as a law abiding and peace- loving citizen, who
totally abhors all forms of criminality.

4. That | have the consent of the Applicant to depose to this affidavit.
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“also, a total of 21 Insurgents and violent criminals weré declared
wanted in the southeast and North Central Area.

They are Simon Ekpa; Chika Edoziem; Egede; Zuma ; ThankGod;
Gentle; Flavour ; Mathew; David Ndubuisi ; High Chief Williams
Agbor; Ebuka Nwaka; Friday Ojimka; Obiemesi Chukwudi aka Dan
Chuk ; David Ezekwem Chidiebube and Amobi Chinonso Okafor aka
Temple among others.”

Premium Times newspapers online via
httDS://Www.premiumtimesng.com/newgﬂwwﬁ&(l&ﬂw
militarv-declares-ipobs-simon-ekpa-96-others-wanted.html also published
the defamatory publication of the Defendants concerning Plaintiff as
follows:
“n the North-central and South-east, 21 persons were declared
wanted by the DHQ for insurgency and violent crimes. They are Mr
Ekpa; Chika Edoziem, Egede; Zuma, ThankGod, Gentle; Flavour;
Mathew; David Ndubuisi; and High Chief Williams Agbor. i

Cable News Online via the link httgs:[/www.thecable.ng/simo_n_—c_agggﬁgQ;

aliero—bello-turii-dhq—declares—97-persons-wanted also published the

defamatory publication of the Defendants concerning Plaintiff as follows:
“The list included suspected terrorists, insurgents, kidnappers and
violent criminals...
Suspects from the south-east include Chika Edoziem; Simon Ekpa;
Action One; Egede; Williams Agbo,; Zuma, ThankGod; Gentle; Orsu
Callistus; Ebuka Nwaka; Informant; Friday; Flavour; David, Mathew,
among others.”

The Guardian Newspapers Online also published the Defendants’
defamatory publication against the Plaintiff via
httgs:[[guardian.ng/news/nigeria-militar\/-declares-simon-ekpa—96-others-
wa nted-for-terrorism/ as follows:
“In the North-Central and South-East 21 people were declared wanted
by the DHQ for insurgency and violent crimes. They are Mr. Ekpa;
Chika Edoziem; Egede; Zuma, ThankGod; Gentle; Flavour; Mathew;
David Ndubuisi and High Chief Williams Agbor.”

The Business Day Newspapers Online also published the Defendants’
defamatory publication against the Plaintiff via

MAZI CHIKA EDOZIEM V HON. MINISTER OF DEFENCE & ANOR: ORIGINATING MOTION‘_
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https://business
daVﬂ/news/article/simon-ekoa-96-others-dechred-

wanted-by-defence-h

-neadauarters-for-terrori

u -terrorism/?amp= :
Southeast & North Central Area (21): [famp=1 as follows:

indivi _ This combined region i
individuals associgteq with insurgenc o

those w . y and violent crimes. Among
anted are Simon Ekpa, Chika Edoziem, Egede, and others.”

a4 Daily Pos i i i
N Y U Online via the link- https://dailypost.ng/2024/03/23/terrorism-

simon- - i i
e etipa gentle-chika-edoziem-bello-turji-93-others-declared-wanted/
published the defamatory publication as follows:

At least 21 Insurgents and violent criminals from the Southeast
and North Central were also declared wanted.

They include Simon Ekpa, Chika Edoziem, Egede; Zuma, ThankGod,
Gentle, Flavour, Mathew, David Ndubuisi, High Chief Williams Agbor,
Ebuka Nwaka, Friday Ojimka, Obiemesi Chukwudi aka Dan Chuk,

David Ezekwem Chidiebube and Amobi Chinonso Okafor aka Temple
among others.” :

viii. Channels Television via https://www.channe\stv.com/2024/03/23/dhg_—
dec\ares-ipobs-simon-ekpa—96-others-wanteﬂ also reported the
defamatory publication of the Defendants as follows:

“In the North-Central and South-East 21 Insurgents/militants and
violent criminals were equally declared wanted.
They include factional IPOB leader, Simon Ekpa; Chika Edoziem;

Egede; Zuma, ThankGod Gentle; Flavour; Mathew; David Ndubuisi;
High Chief Williams Agbor; Ebuka Nwaka; Friday Ojimka.”

Copies of the aforesaid publications are hereby attached and marked as
exhibits MCE1, MC2, MCE3, MCE4, MCES, MCE6, MCE7, MCE8 and MCE9
respectively. The condition under which the computer-generated documents

were produced is stated in the Certificate of Compliance which shall be relied
upon at the trial.

9. That after the Respondents had declared the Applicant wanted, the
Respondents proceeded to publish the Applicant’s photo and name as number
77 under the segment “Insurgents and violent criminals operating in the South
East _and North Central _Zones” in the Respondents publication titled
“pHOTOGRAPHS OF WANTED

TERRORISTS/INSURGENTS/KIDNAPPERS/V!OLENT CRIMINALS IN NIGERIA” of
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) + A copy of the sai FURT
marked as exhibit MCE10. The condit?osnafnpum'catlon o HeEeY 2L e it

document was pro : ' der which the computer generated
B e u Produced is stated in the Certificate of Compli i
pon at the trial. pliance which shall

10.That | k :
~ QUestior:“\?\W '\J;ht?t :\he Applicant was neither invited by the Respondents for
\Offence bgf € has committed any offence or accused of committing any
App\ica'nt ore the Respondents took the decision of calling and treating the
as a TERRORIST/INSURGENT/KIDNAPPER/VIOLENT CRIMINAL.

11.That the Applicant cannot freely exercise his right of movement because he

ha‘s ?a\readv been treated as a terrorist, insurgent, kidnapper and violent
criminal by the Respondents in violation of his fundamental rights.

12.That the Applicant was never given or afforded the opportunity to make

representation before the Respondents went ahead to treat the Applicant as a
TERRORIST/INSURGENT/KIDNAPPER/VIOLENT CRIMINAL.

13 That | was informed by Sir Ifeanyi Ejiofor, Esq. of Counsel for the Applicant, in
his office at |BK House KM27 Onitsha/Okigwe Road Nnewi on the 14" day of
May, 2024 at about 4:50pm and | verily believe him as follows:

3. That the act of publishing, declaring and treating the Applicant as a
TERROR\ST/\NSURGENT/K|DNAPPER/VIOLENT CRIMINAL violate the
Applicant’s fundamental rights as guaranteed in the 1999 Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, as amended.

b. That the Respondents’ act of treating and declaring the Applicant as
terrorist, insurgent, kidnapper and violent criminal has violated his
fundamental right to dignity of human person and freedom of movement.

c. That the act of conclusively declaring the Applicant as a terrorist, insurgent,
kidnapper and violent criminal by the Respondent?',, have in.fring-ed upon
the Applicant’s right to be presumed innocent and in gross v1o|at|on.of.h|s
rights to fair opportunity of making representation to any criminal

allegation against him.

4. That the Respondents have no rights to declare the Applicant as a ter.roris:t,
: insurgent, kidnapper and violent criminal in violation of the Applicant's
l )

guaranteed Constitutional provisions.
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14. That the Respondents wil| l"g

: not stop the violatio '
A | 1
fundamental rights except this Honourable Court int:::/egi the Applcents

15. That the Appli
1 pplicant has suffered monumental damages, great prejudice, loss

of goodwill, hardshi

i — ;CCO:::"F)]: an.d -was consequently exposed to public ridicule and

S, — ) this illegal declaration and treating the Applicant as a
- ' gent, kidnapper and violent criminal, by the Respondents.

16. That it wi i
t it will serve the best interest of justice if this application is granted for

the :
G.Er\fc.Jrcement of the Applicant’s fundamental human rights as
constitutionally guaranteed.

17. That the Respondents will not be prejudiced in any way by the grant of this
application.

18.That | depose to this affidavit in good faith, believing the contents to be true
and correct in accordance with the Oaths Act.

Cannaek—
DEPONENT

SWORN TO AT THE FEDERAL HIGH
COURT REGISTRY, OWERRI.
DATED THIS.‘[:)..'.\DAY OF MAY, 2024

N P
\'-../’J;".‘ -

Py
o

COMMISSTONER{FOR OATHS
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